. and now, for our next act

Turn the page for our story on Kathryn Besser, who is on a
mission to counter Silicon Valley's impersonal “virtual
friendships” and “online communities” — one party at a time...

On Kathryn Besser

Milly ruched silk skirt, $279; Milly
jabot ruffled blouse, $220; Flavio
Castellani fox timmed coat, $1,104;
Mawi earrings, $97 (all from Bella Rosa,
Los Gatos); Dolce Vita pumps, $159,
Bloomingdale's, Stanford Shopping
Center

Shot on location at the California
Theatre, San Jose (see Page 153).
Makeup: Ben Monrgy, Neiman Marcus,
Stanford Shopping Center. Hair: lvy Le,
www.ivymakeupartist.com,



communily

Tha valley's mild climate lets Besser, abowe, entertain al fresco almost year-round. Below, she prapares a simple, elegant dessert plate.

the party

evangelist

Mot a season passes without K.llln}ll Besser

hosting a sangria party for 50, a gourmet potluck Kath Wﬂ Besser
far 20, a wine and chocolate soiree, One Satur- |S on a mlSS'Dﬂ .
day each month, she invites neighbors over for

“coffee mornings” that don't end til 2. Andon 1O brir‘lg DEODlE
any given day, her pantry is stocked with special
together

ingredients to serve epicurean meals for unex-

‘ JH.'I.'1I."d. guests.
- - With her wine glass raised high, Besser is

leading her own rebellion to Silicon Valley's all- Story by Julia Prodis Sulak
oo pervasive “virtual friendships” and “online Photos by Patrick Tehan
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A graphic artist, Besser makes her cwn menus, with each dish
typad out around the edges of paper circles she cuts by hand.

communities” — one party at a time,

“All this technology s pushing evervone further apart,” she
says, "Evervone is sitting there with their iPhones and BlackBer-
rys and not talking to each ather. U'm an evangelist for the old
style of entertaining.”

Besser is first to play a party game. She loves a printed menu,
a fine olive oil, a good <all, a cashmere dress. Whether she's
H.ilhcnn;t fricnds lugulln.'r for two weeks at a villa in ‘.\'|:-.nr| fand
orchestrating an impromptu wedding there in 24 hours!) or pick-

ing pomegranates from her garden for a ladies luncheon on the
terrace, it's a ball every time.

"It like candy for me,” she savs. "1 do it for the pure sugar high.”

She's a graphic artist who works from home. Her hushand, Paul
Besser, is an engineer and research director at a semiconductor
company. When they first met and he told her what he did for
a living, "my eves glazed over,” she says. Ever since, she has rev-
eled in the idea of getting opposites together and hinding common
ground. And their remodeled ranch-style house in Sunnyvale
which they share with their two sons — is party central.

[t is here, in the kitchen that opens to the great room with
soaring windows overlooking the back garden. where puests are
as likely to be pulling hot cookies out of the oven as playing the
“three-adjectives-that-describe-me” game under the trellis.

“| tend 1o avoid parties that are too cool for school” and peaple
stand arcund and don’t approach anyone,” says Besser, 45, "I'm
all about being approachable. | kind of grew up this way. It's
my way of carrving forth the things that were important in my
childhood.”

When she was growing up in suburban Washington, D.C.,
in the 19705, her parents were “major party people” who rarely
had Fewer tham 20 guests over at a time, When her father, Paul
Holland, was transferred to Poland as a doctor for the National
[nstitutes of Health, he wok the family with him. Katheyn, whe
was 9, learned Polish quickly and wranslated for her mother in
the marketplaces.,

A decade laer, a college semester abroad reinforced her love

Besser's amuse-bouches include ane made with fig, goat cheess and basil, and another open-face trkey salad sandwich with
grapes, apples, walnuts and fig jam,
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communily

Besser picks basil, sage and arugula in her garden for
lurcheon garmishes.,

of language {she can converse in six) as well as of shopping daily
for fresh, local ingredients. And now, with her annual Eamily trips
tor Europe where she invites friends to "live lecally” with them,
she can't help bat bring the al fresco lifestyle back home.

She has scoped out every produce stand (C.]. Olson’s Cher-
ries is her Favorite), and as a francophile, she found the perfect
place for cheeses and authentic (frozen!) craissants at the Milk
Pail in Los Altos. She goes to Marin County's Farmers market 1o
replenish her DaVero olive il supply that comes in big brown
jugs, buvs Maldon sea salt from Whele Foods and for special
occasions, orders Howers from Hl'ni|} Joubert Home and Garden
in Woodside, And, every other Friday, one pound of Stumprown
coffee from Portland, Ore., lands on her doorstep.

[ love to seek out one person who does one thing really well.”
she says. "1 like to search out people who care, because | really
care. [ | find people equally passionate, how can [ go wrong?”

Her husband is an equal partner in team Besser. He loves
to bake, choose scotch whiskies and pull shots from the lalian
1I.I.i1:Ii.i.'!'|'|.|'l'l|'_" LEProsse |“.!Chi|1l’." |I'|L""t-' IKJLJE"H. .Ifll."l' d ['r\-'{!-]'lﬂll.r dap-
pointment at Thomas Cara in San Francisco helped them decide
the best machine for them.

“People think entertaining is all work. But the work part is
never a big deal with so many willing helpers,” she says. “The
energy of all the people, that's the magic,”

And often, while her ingredients are always fresh and top qual-
ity, her recipes are quick and simple. Her favarite cupboard meal
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Besser's favorite ice-breaker

A sure-fire way to get your guests in party mode. You can
download Kathryn Besser s other party game ideas at
Wi, dirfandsunshing com:

Have all guests write down answers to the following
on cards:

+ What three adjectives bast describa you?

= What is your hidden talent’y What do you sacretly desire
to accomplish?

+ Whal causs (or causes) are you most passionate about?

Here's how to play:

1. Drop cards in a box.

2. Find a partner.

3. Round 1; Cards are read alowd, and the teams guess
wiho they think it is.

4, Round 2: Identities ars revealed; if there's a story behing
it, we want to hear if!

5. Winner is the team who guesses the most comectly,

6. Prizés are awarded!

when someone stops by? A can of [talian As do Mar oil-packed
tuna over a can of cannelloni beans, topped with thinly sliced
sweet onions, then drizzled with olive oil and cracked pepper.

The best part of entertaining, she says, is fostering new friend-
ships among her guests.

I people go bevond us, that's another way of connecting us
all more I:ig,hll}' Iugull‘ur:r," she EE “IF 1 could [Jlr_'l-; a jt:h fear my-
5{'"’. I “'[iluld |K.' :I'I'EILL'I'I]TI;II{.I.'I.'."

She sell-published a book recently called “Dirt and Sunshine”
that includes her thoughts on child-rearing, but its as much
about living a rich lifestyle filled with friends, good food and
simple pleasures as anything else. She includes recipes, family
traditions and party tips that can be downloaded From www, dir-
tandsunshine.com. (When her children were babies, she always
ground a little pepper into their baby food so they would appreci-
ate flavor, Now, she says, they're both adventurous eaters, which
helps when they vacation abroad.)

BESSER jumps to Page 157

L

A Basser party gift of cinnamaon, her favorite Maldon sea salt
and home-dried parslay.



KATHRYN BESSER
continued from Page 88

While some people might roll their
eves at tee-breaker games, Besser is un
abashed and insists it draws our the shy
guests and sets a festive mood. And almost
.||'~'..|'!.‘w._ .‘\.l.l]'l'll."'||'lln:|_'| new is learned abouwt
old friends and family. When she held a
Valentine's Day party, she asked evervone
to write on a piece of paper “What [ did
for love.” Her father said he had given up
medical school at Yale, choeosing Lo stay at
UCLA to remain close 1o a nurse named
Patti who would become his wife

"The time we get to spend with friends
and I11.'i:._'||'lh|:-r.-\._ that's the ;;i.l!l.l [13] I'|'i|.'_" she
savs. " feel if I'm not opening my house,
I'm not being the person [ want o be.” B

Scene magazine

reader contest

continuad from FPage 162

You and your BFF
can win a makeover at
Bloomingdale's Stanford!

See contest rules and how
to enter on Page 162. To
nelp promote the contest,
Bloomingdale's Stanford will
donate a genserous beauty
qgift basket to Christrmas Tree
Elegance 2009, The basket
will be awarded in a special
drawing at a Christmas
Tree Elegance “coffeg”
an the morming of Dec. 3.
Ses www . vallermonte.org
to purchase tickets 1o the
avent.

You must be 18 years
old and a legal California
resident to enter, Employees
of the Mercury News/Bay
Area News Group and their
farnilies are ineligible. Limit
one entry per person, pel
househald. The winner will
ke photographed by Scene
magazine wearing fashions
from Bloomingdale’
Stantord; the photo will be
featured in the spring 2010
csue of Scene.
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BERKELEY

OHLONE
COLLEGE
SMITH

CENTER

DECEMBER
19TH & 20TH
1PM AND 5PM
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* Gorgeous European lingerie, gowns,
robes, bustiers, corsets, bras, ete.
* Top designers: La Perla, Lise Charmal,
Chantalle, Waolford, Frimadonna, Marie Jo,
Cotton Club, & many mare

= Frofessional, discreet, friendly atmosphere

* Experienced bra fittings - sizes 30A to 45H

28

Now 2 locations to serve you better
54T Bryjant Sirecd, Palo Allo
(G50] 323- 7970

1445 Burlingame Ave, Brerlingame
(G500 34 7-50022

weee G frerinmeelle 28 com

FEATURING

WEST DAMNCERS
FROM BAY AREA
DAMCE COMPAMNIES

"MEET THE STARS"™
AFTER THE SHOW!

ADULTS

105 UMNT FOR
GROUPS OF 10 OR MORE

BOX OFFICE: 510-859-68021
SMITHCENTERPRESENTS.COM




